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Rabbi Alan Cook
Rabbi Emeritus Norman Klein
Rabbi Emeritus Isaac Neuman Z”L

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
FRIDAY, MAY 1
7:30 PM
Erev Shabbat Service
SATURDAY, MAY 2
10:00 AM
Isaac Gewirth Bar Mitzvah
FRIDAY, MAY 8
7:30 PM
New Member Shabbat
Service
FRIDAY, MAY 15
5:30 PM
Shabbat Rocks!
7:30 PM
Camp Send Off Shabbat
Service

JOIN US FOR AN
ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Sunday, May 31ST
at 7:00 PM
FOLLOWED BY OUR

SATURDAY, MAY 16
10:00 AM
English Service
10:00 AM
Egalitarian Traditional
Minyan
FRIDAY, MAY 22
7:30 PM
Erev Shabbat Service
SATURDAY, MAY 23
7:30 PM
Erev Shavuot &
Confirmation Service
MONDAY, MAY 25
10:00 AM
Shavuot Service with Yizkor
conducted by the Egalitarian
Traditional Minyan
FRIDAY MAY 29
7:30 PM
Erev Shabbat Service

OFFICE HOURS
Mon.–Fri. 9:00 AM–4:00 PM
(217) 352-8140
www.sinaitemplecu.org

at 7:30 PM
Topics at the meeting will include the election of new board
members and approving the 2015-2016 budget. The agenda
for the meeting as well as the slate of nominees, the
proposed budget and other business items will be sent to
members prior to the meeting.
This year there are openings for three trustees, the Vice
President and Financial Secretary. At the annual meeting, we
will vote on the slate of candidates presented by the
nominations committee.

OFFICE CLOSED
MEMORIAL DAY
Monday, May 25
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From the Rabbi’s Desk
“Moses received the Torah at
Sinai, and transmitted it to
Joshua. Joshua transmitted it
to the Elders, and the Elders
to the Prophets, and the
Prophets to the Men of the
Great Assembly.” (Pirke
Avot 1: 1) This is the
traditional view of the
unbroken chain that binds the
Jewish people to our sacred
text; in Hebrew we refer to it
as “shalshelet ha-kabbalah.”
It is the image we invoke at
our B’nai Mitzvah
ceremonies, when we re-enact the passing of the Torah from
generation to generation. We know that Jewish continuity over the
centuries has depended on our people’s connection to the laws,
traditions, and narratives contained in our holy book. Whether you
believe that the words of Torah were dictated by God and
transcribed by Moses, or you take a more critical view of its
composition, there is no questioning the significance of the Torah in
Jewish life.
According to the account given in the Torah itself, fifty days after
the exodus from Egypt, the Israelites found themselves at the foot of
Mount Sinai, experiencing the revelation of our sacred scripture.
Our tradition tells us that not only the Israelites of that generation
experienced this event, but also the souls of all who had preceded
them, and of those Jews yet to be born, were present at Sinai in that
moment. Just as we reenact our people’s freedom from Egypt
during the Passover seder, so too are we called to reflect on
messages of Torah during the festival of Shavuot.
Because of its place on our secular calendar (usually in late May or
early June, when the school year is winding down and we are
beginning summer plans), Shavuot is often overlooked in
comparison to the other festivals of the Jewish year. That’s a shame,
though. Because while all the festivals remind us of significant
moments in our people’s history, serve as festive convocations, and
link us to our past in significant ways, it is Shavuot which in large
part is responsible for defining the modern Jewish experience.
Shavuot is celebrated as Zman Matan Torateinu, the season of the
giving of our Torah, and there is no denying how central our sacred
text is to understanding Jewish life.
Whether one adheres to all of the mitzvot or none of them, whether
one considers the text to be the work of God or the work of man,
Torah permeates our lives: it gives us moral guidance, it permeates
our liturgy, and it tells our people’s story. And a significant part of
that story is our covenantal relationship with God. In accepting the
Torah, we forged a bond with the deity, promising to treasure its
lessons throughout the generations. It is a covenant that has stood
even in our people’s darkest hours, as our ancestors clung to the
Torah through pogroms and concentration camps, and were
martyred with words of Torah upon their lips.
Each Shavuot, we have an opportunity to renew this covenant.
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Rabbi Alan Cook
Perhaps most significantly, we do so through our young people, as
our tenth grade Confirmation class leads us in worship, reading
from the Ten Commandments (a traditional study text for Shavuot),
and individually affirming his or her relationship with our sacred
traditions and with the divine. This year, we have three students
celebrating this milestone: Zoe Goldenfeld, Miriam Ross, and Ruth
Sussman. Each of these young ladies has dedicated herself to
engaging in continued Jewish studies. During this year we have
explored issues such as ethics, Jewish theology, and the role of
women in Judaism as they have each worked to articulate their
place within Jewish society. We invite you to celebrate with these
students and their families on Erev Shavuot, May 23, 2015, as they
lead a service of Confirmation in celebration of the festival and in
celebration of their achievements.
On the second morning of Shavuot, Monday, May 25, the
Egalitarian Traditional Minyan will have festival morning worship
services beginning at 10 AM. During this service, the Yizkor
memorial prayers will be recited as we call to mind the beloved
members of our families and our community who transmitted Torah
to us and helped to link us to shalshelet ha-kabbalah, the chain of
tradition.
Please mark your calendars and plan to join us as we affirm our
commitment to the lessons of Torah.
L’Shalom,
Rabbi Alan Cook

Every other year, the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ), with which
Sinai Temple is affiliated, holds a Biennial Convention so that Jews
from all over North America may come together to pray, learn, sing,
and share community with one another. This year’s conference will
be held in Orlando, FL from November 4—8 and will feature
speakers such as Anita Diamant, Nicholas Kristoff, and Ari Shavit.
Sinai Temple is working to assemble a delegation to take advantage
of slightly discounted registration rates. Please visit http://urj.org/
biennial to find further information about the convention, and please
contact Rabbi Alan if you are interested in joining our delegation.

CAMP SEND-OFF SHABBAT:
We are excited that so many of our students will be enjoying fun
opportunities for learning, exploration, and growth this summer. If
your child will be attending summer sleepaway camp, he or she is
invited to join us on Friday, May 15 for a special service featuring
many of your favorite Jewish camp melodies and some other fun
surprises. Please also let us know your child’s summer address so
that we may send him or her some fun camp treats. You may
complete the form at http://tinyurl.com/sleepaway2015 to provide
us with this information.
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From the Board

President Randy Rosembaum

Many of you may be familiar with the “If you give a pig a pancake”
story where, in the end, you loop back to the beginning of wanting
to give the pig a pancake. The same could be said at Sinai. “If the
Temple President has an idea, he will form a committee to explore
the options. If the President forms a committee then a member will
want to bake a dessert for the group. If that member bakes a dessert
then….”

building more energy efficient in the long-term. And after many
months of review, the Board adopted an emergency manual. This
outlines who is in charge during emergencies, lists the location of
emergency kits and devices and puts into words the best practices
should there be life-threating events at the temple. We have already
established a CPR class on June 7, after which those in attendance
will be prepped on the manual.

As my time winds down, I have formed a lot of committees and
eaten a lot of desserts along the way (to the chagrin of my
waistline). Sinai Temple is on the right path. We have good people
to lead us. But there are always things we can do to enhance our
experiences. The ad hoc committees regarding the Cohen garden
and sanctuary renewal have met and given their thoughts to the
Board which will review them and map out the next steps. The
Board has begun discussing the budget for next year and is
reviewing ways in which to cut expenses, including making the

Even during these pleasant spring months, the Board will continue
to meet and work. I hope this springtime brings you happiness and
joy as you spend more time outdoors - perhaps to walk or play ball
or plant a garden. Perhaps Sinai Temple could create a garden
which feeds the needy and brings us flowers for our bima? What a
great idea. Maybe I’ll create a committee……
Randall Rosenbaum

SINAI TEMPLE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
April 13, 2015


Motion to approve the March 2015 minutes was made by
Sanford, 2nd by Jennie. All in Favor. Jesse Tedrick from
Alpha Controls and Services presented a proposal for his
heating/air-conditioning company to provide a
maintenance service contract to Sinai. They would do
routine maintenance to ensure that our systems are
functioning properly and to reduce the chances of repairs
being needed. He also presented a proposal to install
new controllers on the system that would all him to
monitor systems for problems. He discussed other
issues. The Board will review the proposals.



We have received 230 pledges (180 paid in full, 34 partial
payment, 16 no payment). There are still 46 pledges not
yet received. If everyone pledges and pays, we will bring
in about $5,000 less than last year.



Rabbi Jody is piloting a new program for grades 3 – 9,
with electives being offered. The students were excited
about it. The school calendar for next year is being
developed.



The nominating committee continues to do its work to fill
vacancies. They must announce the slate at least 30
days before the annual meeting, which is scheduled for
May 31. The sanctuary and Cohen gardens ad hoc
committees submitted their recommendations. The Board
will review them and determine the next steps (e.g. hire
designers, etc.)



The temple’s emergency plan is a policy manual but also
an informational guide - where to find defibrillators, where
to meet outside in the event of a fire or other emergency,
and identifying who is in charge. Motion made by Sanford
and 2nd by Jennie to approve the document, with the
understanding that the building committee will review it
annually and recommend any changes to the board. All
in Favor.



A tentative Budget was presented from Finance and
discussed. More accurate numbers for the current fiscal
year will be available by next month’s board meeting – at
which time the board must approve of the budget.

3006
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From Our Educator

This past school year has been an amazing year of learning and
growth, perhaps even more for me than for the students! I feel that
there are many successes to celebrate. From the introduction of a new
Hebrew program to the formation of KIDdush Club, Sinai Temple
Religious School is evolving as we continue to find ways to engage
students in Jewish learning. The break in the school year does not
mean a break in momentum. I am looking forward to taking time this
summer to evaluate the materials we have, organize our wealth of
resources, plan another exciting year filled with events for students of
all ages, create family education programs, and hire teachers who
share our enthusiasim about making an impact on the lives of our
children.

Rabbi Jody Cook








Seeing smiles on the faces of children
Hearing stories from kids who couldn’t wait to share
Witnessing children learn and understand
Talking to parents, for a few seconds in the hall or for many
minutes in my office
Challenging teachers to raise their expectations and to grow as
teachers
Students telling me what they have learned
Knowing that our students respect themselves, their teachers,
their peers and their environment.

Enjoy the summer and know that Sinai Temple Religious School will
A quick thank you to each person who walked through the doors of
be waiting to welcome you back in August!
the temple on Sunday mornings or Wednesday afternoons. Some of
the many things that affirmed my choice to become a Jewish educator:

Religious School Calendar—Upcoming Events
School Dates:

Sundays, May 3—Last day of school

Hebrew School from 9:00—10:00

SUPER SIZE Your Summer

SUMMER AT SINAI 2015
PLEASE REGISTER ONLINE. REGISTRATION AND
PAYME NT MUST BE RECEIVED
ST
PRIOR TO JUNE 1
TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT.

Core Class from 10:00—11:00
Assembly from 11:00—11:45
Picnic starting at 11:45

LIFE SIZE BOARD GAMES
Outdoor Activities
Arts and Crafts

KIDdush CLUB

Snacks Provided

Sunday, May 17th – 10:00 AM
Prairie Fruits Farm
It’s all about KIDS – Your KIDS will visit the KIDS on
the farm at this fabulous KIDdush Club event!
We will tour parts of the farm, see the animals
and taste some dairy treats in preparation for Shavuot.

Spending Time
with Friends
**Please note:
Campers should bring a
bag lunch.

Entering K—Entering 6th Grade
Monday, June 15—Friday, June 19

Cost: $10/family

9:00 AM—4:00 PM
Cost: $225/week

More details coming soon – please save the date for a
Shavuot adventure!
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$50/day
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SINAI TEMPLE GIFT SHOP
(All Gift Shop profits go to support the Religious School)

NEW ITEMS IN DISPLAY CASE
Beatriz Ball! Made from recycled
aluminum, eco-friendly products may be
used to heat or chill food and will never
tarnish. Additional items may be special
ordered.
Shoshanna Bauer Watercolors only
$25.00 each.

May Specials
20% OFF our in stock
of Beatriz Ball items.
Remember to check out the
INVENTORY CLEARANCE ITEMS at
40% off!
There’s always something new!

Last day of Religious School is May 3rd.
We will be open through May 17th from
10:00 AM—1:00 PM.
We will reopen on Sunday, July 26th
and be open on Sundays from
10:00 AM—1:00 PM
until Religious School resumes in the fall.
Available by appointment during
the entire summer.

We are ALWAYS open by appointment.
Email: nataliefr@comcast.net or call Natalie
Frankenberg (390-4168), Jessica Kopolow
(344-6683) or Pam Olson (384-4335). Cash
or checks are always welcome. Credit
cards accepted for charges over $25. We
now accept Visa, MasterCard, American
Express and Discover using SQUARE.
Please note: The Gift Shop is staffed by
volunteers. Occasionally, we are unable to
be open as planned (especially on
Thursdays) so we suggest you call the
Temple Office 352-8140 to make sure
someone is in the shop.
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We Welcome Ben LeRoy & Jess Zinger LeRoy to Sinai Temple
Ben LeRoy has lived in Champaign his entire life, except
for the four years he attended school at the University of
Michigan. He is the son of Michael and Janet LeRoy
(who are also members) they raised Ben and his siblings
to attend Sinai Temple as children and teenagers. Jess has
only lived in Champaign for the past six years. She is
originally from East Meadow, New York which is on Long
Island.
Ben is an urban planner for the City of Champaign
Planning & Development Department. Jess is finishing
her PhD in river science at the University of Illinois.
Both Ben and Jess grew up with Reform backgrounds, and
keep kosher. When discussing Jewish holidays, Jess says
she enjoys Sukkot the most, because she “likes the idea of celebrating the harvest”
and loves the tradition of eating in the Sukkah. She also loves Pesach; last year, they
blended seder traditions from both of their families. Ben also enjoys Passover, but
also likes Tu B'Shevat because of the “fruit [they] got to eat at Sunday school.”
In her spare time, Jess likes to play sports, particularly ultimate frisbee and to watch
college basketball and football. She also enjoys hanging out in the coffee shops and
restaurants in downtown Champaign. When not working, Ben plays in an ultimate
frisbee league and spends time riding his bike around town. They live close to
downtown Champaign, and both of them enjoy walking their rescue dog, Maddie,
and spending time with friends.

Isaac Gewirth’s Bar Mitzvah
10:00 am
Saturday, May 2nd
Sunday, May 8th

Birthday & Anniversary Blessings
If you celebrate a birthday or anniversary
in May, please join us at our services on Friday,
May 8th, at 7:30 PM. Rabbi Alan will invite all those
marking a milestone to join him on the bimah for a
special blessing. After the service, we will enjoy
treats at the Oneg in your honor!
No RSVP is necessary to participate!
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Giving
BUILDING FUND
Mara Wade, in memory of Rabbi Neuman z”l and in memory of
Carl & Carol Belber, in memory of Molly Belber, Samuel Agran
Kenneth Ober and in honor of Bob & Joyce Eisenstein
Malka Agran, Joel Agran, Lillian Radeloff & Sidney Radeloff
KITCHEN/ONEG FUND
DECKARD FUND
Lisa Sherrin Margolin
Deckard Family
MEMORIAL PLAQUE FUND
FRIENDS OF RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
Maury & Janis Topolosky, memorial plaques for Mildred
June Gronik, thank you for Yahrzeit reminders
Topolosky and Mary Stone
Allen & Elaine Avner, in honor of Alice Berkson and Alex
Scheeline
MUSIC FUND
Anne M Heiles, in memory of Paul Michael Mischakoff
GARDEN FUND
Ruth Morhaim, in memory of Barbara Klein, Anne Weisel,
Leslie & Gary Mason, in memory of Anne Weisel, in memory of
Sandy Molasky and Mary Stone
Yoram Mizrahi’s mother and in honor of Ira & Cecile
Lebenson’s anniversary
NAOMI SIEGEL SOCIAL ACTION FUND
Anthony & Penelope Soskin, in honor of Ira & Cecile
GENERAL FUND
Lebenson’s 45th wedding anniversary
Carl & Carol Belber, in memory of Barbara Klein
William & Phylllis Gingold, in memory of Lillian Gingold
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Anne M. Heiles, in memory of Hortense Mischakoff
Jennifer Klatsky
Diana Jaher, in memory of Frederic C. Jaher
Richard & Shirley Newman, in memory of Charles Miller
Paula Kaufman, in memory of Clara Kaufman
Steve & Judith Ullom, in gratitude for our Purim Basket
Gayle Kopin, in memory of Jack Diamond and in memory of
Bebbe Mandel
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Kirk & Judy Reynolds, in memory of Hermine Ruth Lachman
Eva Neuman & Rabbi Isaac Neuman z”l
Alexander Scheeline & Alice Berkson, in memory of Barbara
Robert & Sherry Steigmann, thank you to our friends for the
Klein
Purim Basket
Jean E. Smith, in memory of Anne Weisel
Please send your donations made payable to Sinai Temple. Only donations of $15.00 or more per fund and honoree will be listed in the Bulletin.

SINAI TEMPLE GIFT SHOP NEWS
It is only through the patronage from the congregation
and community that we continue to earn money to
support the activities of the Religious School.
Unfortunately, this year, our annual showcases have
not generated as much revenue as in the past, and we
are looking for fresh ideas to help generate more
business.
Please contact Natalie nataliefr@comcast.net with
any ideas you may have. W e look forward to your
suggestions.
Mazel Tov to Kayla Israel on her Bat Mitzvah.
Mazel Tov to Isaac Gewirth on his Bar Mitzvah.
Mazel Tov to Zoe Goldenfeld, Miriam Ross &
Ruth Susman on their Confirmation and for their
achievements this past year in Jewish studies.
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TREE OF LIFE LEAF
Our synagogue is proud to
possess the Eitz Chaim, a “Tree
of Life”. This beautiful sculpture,
given to us by the Hymowitz
family, is permanently displayed
in the Sinai Temple lobby. The
branches of the tree contain
leaves which can be inscribed to
highlight or commemorate such
joyous
events
as
births,
weddings, anniversaries, bar and bat mitzvahs, graduations
or simply to honor parents, family or friends. Share your
happy occasions by inscribing your family “Simchas” on our
synagogue’s Tree of Life. This will be a permanent
dedication to the meaningful, and happy events that touch
our lives. The price per leaf is $250.00. For more
information, please call the Temple office at (217) 3528140.
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Friday, May 29

Friday, May 22

Friday, May 15

Friday, May 8

Friday, May 1

Memorials
Laura Moore Avner ( 4 May)
Bertha Craven ( 5 May)
Beverly J. Cronin ( 4 May)
Edward Dessen ( 8 May)
Carolyn Kuhn Feffer ( 7 May)
Jewel Friedman ( 7 May)
Agha-Jan Gahvari (13 Iya)
Abraham Gerald Ginsberg ( 5 May)
Donald M. Ginsberg ( 7 May)
Morton S. Glaser ( 8 May)

Abraham Goldberg ( 6 May)
William Arthur Graff ( 6 May)
Philip Horwitz ( 3 May)
Nathan Janoff ( 3 May)
Blair Bernard Kling ( 2 May)
Ginger Kuper (13 Iya)
Samuel Lenik (15 Iya)
Sara Lewis ( 8 May)
Simon Litman ( 7 May)
Mariane Tager Melnikoff ( 8 May)

Jacob Royce Nathan (13 Iya)
Sarah Braudes Olefsky ( 7 May)
Edith Pincus ( 4 May)
Norman Stanley Rosenzwog ( 4 May)
Naomi M. Siegel ( 4 May)
Marvin Silver ( 4 May)
Minnie Sosnoff ( 8 May)
Seymour Sudman ( 2 May)
Pauline Evenson Tager ( 5 May)
Manie Tepper ( 5 May)

William Adelston ( 9 May)
Samuel Agran (12 May)
Doris Denburg (11 May)
Becky Glaser (11 May)
Peter Korogodsky (15 May)
Ernest W. Lane (12 May)
Harry David Lebenson (12 May)
Adele Lipson (15 May)

Pearl Miller (10 May)
Sadye Morton (13 May)
Beverly Newman (11 May)
William Edward Perkel (12 May)
Bernard Regardie Perry (26 Iya)
Sidney P. Radeloff (12 May)
Lee E. Roland (10 May)
Sarah Savran (23 Iya)

Harold Morris Schomer (26 Iya)
Rose Siegel (15 May)
Lillian G. Stauffer (11 May)
Amelia Alpiner Stern (12 May)
Herman Edward Waisvisz ( 9 May)
Sophie Weinberg (22 Iya)

Sol Averbuch (22 May)
Ruth B. Barker (17 May)
Barbara Ann Berg (17 May)
Abe Blockman (21 May)
Henry Jacob Blum (16 May)
Morris Garfinkel (17 May)
Alice Grossman (17 May)
Frank Helman (29 Iya)

Ethel Herman (29 Iya)
Mildred Hirshenson (18 May)
Jewell D Janoff (17 May)
Lila Ziven Katz (22 May)
Armin H. Koller (17 May)
Samuel Meyerson ( 1 Siv)
George Miller (21 May)
Jack Rothenberg (18 May)

Flora Sholem (22 May)
David Jacob Waisvisz (21 May)
Marjorie Katz Weiser ( 1 Siv)
Morris Zimmerman (21 May)

Susan Linowes Allen ( 9 Siv)
David Ralph Berkson (24 May)
Doris Sweital Brody (23 May)
Estelle Brotherson (26 May)
Addie Bernstein Cohen (25 May)
Jack Goodfriend (24 May)
Bessie S. Greenspon (29 May)
Pearle Gruenstein (27 May)

Edwin Harlib ( 5 Siv)
Shirley Muriel Kalmanson ( 6 Siv)
Rachel Lewis (26 May)
Ethel Lydia Olson (26 May)
Martin Pierce (29 May)
Maxine Pombert (28 May)
Rose Lillian Lipman Rigberg (24 May)
Lillian Sherman (26 May)

Marie Simon Simonson (29 May)
Moses Guy Soskin (25 May)

Alfred Beller (17 Siv)
Zelda Trenner Derber (30 May)
Burton H. Fagan ( 4 Jun)
Halvor Groven (30 May)
Lucille Koenigsberg (30 May)
Katherine Schlesinger Koller ( 1 Jun)
Alvin Konick ( 5 Jun)
Stephen Kotok ( 2 Jun)
Gertrude S. Kushner ( 1 Jun)

Sophie Perlman Lenik (14 Siv)
Ida Libman ( 5 Jun)
Horense (Moritz) Mischakoff ( 2 Jun)
Ruby Carol Ginsberg Miskie ( 2 Jun)
Esther S. Mittleman ( 1 Jun)
Hyman F. Simonson ( 3 Jun)
Amalia Rosenheck Weinberger (16 Siv)
Leonard Weiner (17 Siv)
Emilio Weiss (30 May)

Adding memorials to your membership record is simple. Just call the Temple office (or email us at assistant@sinaitemplecu.org) and let us know the
name of the deceased, their relationship to you, and the secular or Hebrew date you wish to observe their yahrzeit. If you are unable to attend
services and wish to reschedule the observance, please let us know a few days in advance.
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Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
P.A.I.D.
Permit No. 298
Champaign, IL 61821

3104 West Windsor Rd.
Champaign, IL 61822
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The purpose of Sinai Temple is to worship God in accordance with the Jewish faith; to cultivate a love and understanding of Jewish heritage through
education; to stimulate fellowship in the Jewish community; to strengthen bonds of loyalty with Jewish people everywhere; and to bring nearer the Dominion
of God on earth through an emphasis on righteousness (tzedakah), commandments (mitzvot), and goodwill (gemilut hasidim) to one another and to society at
large.

M. Dean Ramsay, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry
2917 Crossing Court, Suite C
Champaign, IL 61822

Telephone (217) 359-2336
Fax (217) 359-2406

Do you want to advertise with us? Contact Kathy in the Temple office for more information!
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