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As January approaches, we look forward to
the new secular year. During the Jewish
New Year season, we are called to reflect
upon our lives up until that point, engaging
in cheshbon haefesh a n
the soul .o So too
turning of the calendar page, for us to

Rabbi

0s Desk

distressed about what you are leaving
behind. d The
in a sense, to begin their lives in Egypt with
a completely blank slate. By the way, lest
you worry that this passage is encouraging
assimilation into Egyptian culture, it should
be noted that the profsraelites settle in
their own enclave in Goshen, in part to
avoid just such a temptation. The rabbis
emphasize that even into the later period of
Egyptian slavery, the people did their
utmost to uphold the culture and traditions
that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had
established.

The lack of distress over what we leave
behind seems to me to be more a message
about our resiliency in the face of change.
It is not that we repudiate all that has come

i a c ¢ o ulbretordraga pedple, we have been taught
i sfiZachoot ( aéimemobeal ,

much rooted in our cultural past. But we

Rabbi Alan Cook

practicad that will ensure that our Temple

br ot her stands aslalbeattifulyaecesaible; dné n c €

comfortable space in which we can
continue to serve the needs of the Jewish
community in East Central lllinois. From
improving accessibility to the bimah to
upgrading carpeting and lighting, we are
exploring a variety of possible changes that
we feel will enhance our home. We hope
that you will each be a part of these
exciting changes.

There may be other changes that you will
notice in the months and years ahead. We
continue to build upon our educational
offerings, both for our students in our
religious school programs, and for adults
who seek to continue their Jewish learning.
Wedre exploring enha
worship experiences, through music and

a n dhrdugh litergy (mew High ldolidaye r y

machzorimn both the Reform service and

consider how we wish to make changes in are willing to adapt and to embrace change the Egalitarian Traditional Minyan, and

our character and behavior.

In Genesis chapter 45 (which is often read
right around the time of the secular New
Year), Joseph reunites with his brothers
after a separation of many years. In the
interim, he has become quite powerful in
Egypt, while the rest of the family has
faced famine in Canaan. Joseph now

when such change can strengthen us and
improve us. In the 1990s, | spent several
summers working at Jewish overnight
camp. Many of my fellow counselors had

newsiddurimi n t he ETM). W
increasing our partnerships with Hillel and
CUJF in an effort to offer Jewish

programming to the entire-O Jewish

grown up at the camp as campers, and werecommunity. These are just a few ways in

dismayed when changes were made to the
programs, traditions, or even the buildings

that they had known and loved as children.
But the director of the camp would

encourages his brothers to resettle in Egypt, stoically respond to their concerns by

assuring them that he will take care to
provide for all of their needs. He instructs
t hem, AiDo not
belongings, for all the best of Egypt will be
your s. 0

More than one commentator has expressed

that we can read this verse not only as
referring to the material possessions that
the family had amassed during their life in
Canaan, but also their overall way of life.
I't is as though
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which change may be visible at Sinai
Temple, in 2016 and beyond.

Do not be fearful for the things that may be
left behind. We build upon the wonderful

i s llhyear ledaay of ouy aoogregation, rverb a
¢ h aas gvegrow and adap so Jhat sve maly ldes
wo r r y adimanition in the Tlomah, this phrase served warm, welcoming, and relevant within the

to remind us camp staffers that change is an21% century.

inevitable part of our lives, and we need not

be fearful of it.

At Sinai Temple, we are preparing to
embark on some changes. Our building on
Windsor Road has been our home for over
forty years. We seek to make some

My family and | wish you each a [secular]
New Year filled with health, happiness and
prosperity.

B6Shal om,

J o s eipprovémentdssameiaasthetic, gthBre n 6 t RalibieAlan Cook

Mazal Tov toJulia and Gene Robinsoron the engagement of their son, Aaron, to Diana Gore, daughter ¢
Margaret Gore and Dr. Richard Gore of Highland Park, lllinois.

f Dr

Mazal Tov toJoshua Ferrer, a 2013 graduate of Champaign Centennial High School and student at Amherst
College, who just finished the fall semester in the White House Internship Program in the Domestic Policy
Council, Office of Urban Affairs, Justice and Opportunity.
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From the Board

Greetings and Happy New Year! | know, |
know, many of you are thinking that you
should remind me that this is the Sinai
Temple bulletin and that the Jewish New
Year was several months ago. | assure you
that | do know what time of year it is on both
calendars. While | was unfortunately unable
to attend Rabbi Al
ADecember Dil emmado; I
relate to the topic at hand. November and
December can be difficult months to navigate
with all the holidays. Luckily they all seem to
focus on the same core things: family,
friendship, health, happiness, thanks, help for
those that need it, and peace.

Since my December article focused on the
community support for Ray Spooner and
attending the URJ Biennial conference, |
thought | would use this space to send out
some thanks.

First, | would like to thank our Board
members for their thoughtful
deliberation of issues and their
dedication to improving Sinai
Temple and the Jewish community.

| would like to thank Rabbi Alan and
Rabbi Jody for their support and
dedication to our community. While
they have only been in Champaign
Urbana for a short time, it is clear
that they are laying down roots and

New Member

Daughter Winn's wedding in Boca Raton

They identify their Jewish practice with the Reform movement and enjoy Rosh

Hashanah as their favorite Jewish holiday.

anods

are committed to providing the best
for everyone from our children to
our seniors.
| want to thank our volunteer committee
chairs and members; without your
support, dedication and time, we
would not be able to provide such
wonderfulbeseats amdhseroides. t h e
t Whilenall of aue coronaittees and |
chair people are doing great work; |
need to especially thank the building
committee and development
committee for your expert advice
and guidance as we work to find
long term solutions to resolve long
standing issues that are now
becoming urgent.

President Gary Bernstein

context that | do not have.

I would be r emi
family for their support,
encouragement and understanding. |
often spend more time than they
would like working with committees
or doing other work for and at Sinai
Temple.

Lastly, | need to thank you, the
community. Without your support
and time, there is no reason for all
the work that we do. Please keep
finding ways to improve Sinai
Temple and providing us (the Board)
with your ideas.

SS,

| will end, with a wish for everyone to have a

| need to thank all of the Sinai Temple wonderful, happy, healthy and peaceful 2016.

staff. You make sure that things are

happening as they should. You take-Gary~

care of everything from payroll and
bills to contacting vendors /
repairmen to support of the
committees and scheduling the
building.

| need to thank all of those people who
answer their phone or email when |
ask for advice, historic context, and
anything else that comes up. |
especially need to thank Randy
Rosenbaum who continues to
provide me with advice and historic

In their leisure time, Karen is a volunteer with exchange students through American
Field Service. She also enjoys reading and spending time with their pets. Bob haﬁ

been an Urbana Parks Commissioner since 2007.
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who is 32 and Heather who is 28.
] Roof repairs were co0my
Karen is a private practice behavioral repairs to the movabl e
health therapist, and Bob is a social worker
for Community Resource CenterinPaxton. | A moti on walsy a@mpaiolv ewo
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They are actually returning members to Traditional Mi nyan to
Sinai Temple. They r@ined this fall as a buy new Siddurim from
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