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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6 
5:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service & Dinner 
 
SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 7 
10:00 am Egalitarian Traditional Minyan 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 
7:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 
5:30 pm Shabbat Rocks! / Next Dor 
7:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 
10:00 am Egalitarian Traditional Minyan 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27 
7:30 pm  Erev Shabbat Service 
 
 

3104 W. Windsor Road  @  Champaign, IL 61822  @  (217) 352-8140  @  www.sinaitemplecu.org 

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 
Wednesday, December 25 

Wednesday, January 1 

2019 

Chanukah Dinner & Celebration 
 

Sunday, December 22, 5:30 pm 
      
     Join us on Sunday, December 22 for our Chanukah 
celebration as we celebrate the Festival of Lights. We'll gather 
at 5:30 pm for a delicious potluck dinner (Temple will provide an 
entree and the latkes). Then stick around for Chanukah fun 
including singing, a dreidel competition, a donut decorating bar 
from Industrial Donuts, and other surprises! 
 
     Please RSVP at http://tinyurl.com/cuchanukah19  
so we know that you're coming and what you are bringing! 

December 6, 5:30 pm 
 

     Please RSVP to https://sinaicu.wufoo.com/
forms/p1mpiwpw0lnewsf/ now to join us for our  
December First Friday, on December 6, 2019. 
We will begin at 5:30 pm with a special early 
service led by Wynne Korr, with music from our 
"house band," Shir Electricity (Larry Adelston, 
Jessica Kopolow, David Novrouzov, and Jake 
Rosenbaum). Following the service, stick 
around for a fabulous dinner prepared by  
Diane Ore and friends, and a chance to dine 
and mingle with your Sinai Temple community. 
 
     Your RSVP is appreciated by Wednesday, 
December 4. This helps to ensure that we 
purchase food in appropriate quantities. 

See Insert for Green Team Tip 

December First Friday 

     Please make plans to join us for Our fifth annual 
Chinese Dinner and a Movie event. We will begin at 4 pm 
with two movie options:  an Israeli comedy for adults, and 
an animated film for families. At the conclusion of the 
movies (approximately 6:00 pm), we'll enjoy a delicious 
Chinese dinner buffet. 
 
     The pricing of the evening is $15 per adult (age 14 and 
older); $10 per child. Kids under 5 eat free. No family pays 
more than $50. Due to fees assessed by PayPal, we are 
not accepting online payment. Please RSVP at  
https://sinaicu.wufoo.com/forms/xbpg0810lj297p/ , and 
submit a check to the office on or before December 23 to 
secure your spot. RSVPs are essential to help us get the 
proper amount of food. 

Wednesday, December 25, 4:00 pm 

http://tinyurl.com/cuchanukah19
https://sinaicu.wufoo.com/forms/xbpg0810lj297p/
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From Rabbi Alan Cook’s Desk 

“Mai Chanukah?”  These two 
Aramaic words appear suddenly in 
the midst of the Talmudic tractate 
on Shabbat, providing an opening 
to the first comprehensive 
discussion of this holiday within 
Jewish texts. 
 
Mai Chanukah literally means, 
“What is Chanukah?”  But of 
course, that’s not really the question 

that the rabbis are asking. They know full well what 
Chanukah is. More precisely, they are asking, “How can we 
understand Chanukah? Within what framework shall we 
observe this holiday?” 
 
The rabbis of the Talmud were confronting, in their own way, 
many of the same issues that American Jewry confronts today 
at this season: popular winter holidays (in our case, 
Christmas; in the rabbinic age, celebrations revolving around 
the winter solstice) with customs and rites that are easily co-
opted into Chanukah observances, elevating what had been a 
minor festival to one of the most widely observed moments on 
the Jewish calendar. So the rabbis sought to mitigate against 
the impact of Chanukah’s widespread embrace by amplifying 
other themes:  the miracle, the light, the act of (re)dedication.  
So too, in our era, does it behoove us to examine these 
themes.  
 

Miracles.  We are all familiar  with the story of the oil, 
thought to be sufficient for only one night, lasting 
instead for eight nights. This, like other miracles 
described in our tradition, stands in opposition to our 
modern sensibilities, which tend to insist upon a 
logical explanation for every unusual phenomenon.  
Since most of us don’t experience biblically epic 
disruptions of the natural order, we might come to 
think that miracles don’t occur in modern times—or, 
perhaps, that they never did.  But Chanukah asks us to 
engage in the mitzvah of pirsum ha-nes, publicizing 
the miracle.  By acknowledging the miracle of the 
oil—by opening our hearts, our minds, and our 

imaginations to the possibility of such miracles—we 
embrace the wonder of God’s work in our world. 

 
Light.  It’s no accident that in addition to Chanukah, 

celebrations such as Christmas, Kwanzaa, and Diwali 
(to name but a few) also incorporate customs and 
rituals involving light. In the deep gloom of winter, 
we harness the power of human ingenuity to literally 
and figuratively brighten the world, making room for 
light and warmth and hope. At many points in human 
history, lighting a candle and driving out darkness 
was a deeply subversive, or even dangerous, act.  
Today the lights of our chanukiyah can exemplify 
power and courage, trumpeting the message that we 
will continue to be proud and to shine brightly 
throughout the world. 

 
Dedication (and re-dedication).  The heroes whom we 

know as the Maccabees were from the Hasmonean 
dynasty of priests, so it is not surprising that their first 
instinct after defeating King Antiochus was to turn 
their attention to re-purifying the Temple. In our own 
day, we also have the opportunity to renew and purify 
ourselves. We pray that the joy of the season stays 
with us even beyond the eight nights of the festival, so 
that we may know happiness, blessing, and peace 
throughout our lives. 

 
May we all enjoy a happy and festive Chanukah. 
 
L’Shalom, 
 
Rabbi Alan Cook 

Mazal Tov to Edward & Elaine Bruner on the birth of their  
granddaughter Viviana Elaine Bruner. 
 
Mazal Tov to Jacob Sosnoff, who was selected for the 2020 
American Kinesiology Association Leadership Institute 

Fellowship program. 
 
Mazal Tov to Bill & Reva Egherman on their 60th wedding anniversary. Happy 
Anniversary! 
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Dear Friends,  
 
What is in your Judaica box? I ask this somewhat odd question 
because my parents recently brought me their Judaica box.  
They are in the process of downsizing, selling the house that 
they raised us boys in and relocating to Florida. The 2-bedroom 
condo they are buying requires that they get rid of a lot of stuff. 
Over, the last several months my parents and I have had some 
interesting conversations about the family treasures they have 
uncovered. I think we have finally come to an agreement that  
it is ok to donate my trombone that I played in 8th grade 
(realistically I think it is more appropriate to say I held a 
trombone in middle school—not sure I ever reached the skill 
level of playing).  
 
When they first told me they were going to bring me their 
Judaica box I began to ponder what family treasures were  
about to passed down to me. Growing up we didn’t have a  
large amount of Judaica laying around the house. I have vague 
memories of our menorah (almost always covered in wax), 
Shabbat candlesticks, Kiddush cup and perhaps a seder plate. 
We also had a large collection of several editions of Maxwell 
house haggadahs covered in remnants of numerous family 
seders. I also remember a little white prayer book that my 
father would use to lead us in holiday blessings. Perhaps the 
most memorable aspect of the book was not that it was one of 
the few Hebrew books we had in the house, but rather that it 
had survived an encounter with the family dog and bore the 
chew marks to prove it. Which of these items would be 
bestowed to me?  
 
As I eagerly awaited to find out what was going to be in my 
parent’s Judaica box, I begin to wonder what would I place in 
mine. Would I include the numerous matza covers the boys 
made in religious school? Candlesticks? Our slightly skewed 

Kiddush cup (it leans to the left)? Or the Jewish book of why – 
that as an adult helps demystify a lot of the traditions that have 
been passed down? Our mezuzah? As I pondered what I would 
include in my Judaica box, it became clear to me that no matter 
what items I choose, they would not fully encompass my 
Jewish life. For that, I would need to capture all of my Jewish 
experiences. 
  
As I had this realization, it became clear if I would ever have 
an adequate Judaica box then I would have to somehow include 
the energy and vitality of Sinai temple where most of my 
Jewish experiences have taken place. Ruth choosing Judaism, 
the joy of having Isaac’s Bar Mitzvah, Malachi and Zev’s 
dancing at Shabbat rocks, celebrating simchas with family, the 
somber moments of funerals, etc. How do I put those moments, 
those experiences in a box? When I reach the stage of life that I 
need to give my boy’s their portion of the Judaica box, I hope I 
have figured out how to share the wonder of Sinai with them.  
As far as my parent’s Judaica box was concerned, it contained 
my Bubbe and Zayde’s Shabbat candlesticks, my great-
grandparent’s Matza cover, and a Kiddush cup. I am grateful to 
have these items. I am not sure how I feel about it containing 
my Bar Mitzvah picture album and some truly embarrassing 
pictures! But I know I am thankful for the memories that are 
attached to them.   
 
Thank you for contributing to the vibrancy of our temple and 
making it such a wonderful place to experience and form life-
long memories.  
 
Cheers, 
Jake Sosnoff 

SINAI TEMPLE NOVEMBER 2019 BOARD MEETING 
 
@ The Sinai Temple Board of Trustees was unable to 

meet for its regularly scheduled monthly meeting due 
to unexpectedly severe, adverse weather and unsafe 
road conditions. The Board will be meeting soon,  
and updates from this make-up and next scheduled 
Board meeting will be provided in the next Bulletin. 

Bulletin Submission:  The deadline for January Bulletin is December 15th. All submissions may be edited for 
length and content. EMAIL submissions to:  Kathy Douglas, stoffice@sinaitemplecu.org. 

From President Jacob Sosnoff 
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From our Educator Rabbi Jody Cook 

DECEMBER SCHOOL DATES: 
Sundays: 8, 15 

Wednesdays: 4, 11, 18 
 

OTHER EVENTS: 
December 11:  Grades 3–7, Youth Group at Elevate 
6:00–8:00 pm  (you can send a dinner to eat after 
Hebrew School) We will try to carpool from Sinai Temple 
after school to Elevate. Please email Rabbi Jody if you 
can drive and the number of kids you can drive. 
Cost: $10.00 per child. This covers 2 hours of 
bouncing and socks. We will purchase some snack 
foods and one drink per child.  
Pick up by 8:00 pm at Elevate! RSVP in advance to 
Rabbi Jody educator@sinaitemplecu.org 
 
December 12:  3 and Under Chavurah 
5:30-7:00 at Sinai Temple. Start experiencing Hanukkah 
with toddlers and friends. BYO dinner (snacks provided). 
Please spread the word and RSVP to Rabbi Jody 
(educator@sinaitemplecu.org) 
 
December 20:  Shabbat Rocks! And Next Dor 
 
December 22:  Sinai Temple Hanukkah Celebration 
BYO Menorah to light with the community—look for 
details and fun treats that will fill the evening! Creative 
Menorah Building contest—share your creativity.   
 
December 25:  Chinese Dinner and a Movie at Sinai 
Temple 

Who Came Through the Door in November? 
 
Theodore Herzl—Had a vision of creating a Jewish 
homeland. He died before Israel was realized as this 
homeland, but he is buried in Israel and is credited with 
having the idea that the Jewish people need a homeland.   
 
Jessica Meir—NASA astronaut and scientist. She is currently 
exploring the International Space Station and was part of the 
first all female space walk just a few weeks ago. Her father is 
an Iraqi Jew who has lived all over the world. Jessica grew up 
in the United States and is connected to her Jewish heritage 
through her father. 
 
Eliezer ben Yehudah—Insisted that his family only speak in 
Hebrew and is credited as being the father of the modern 
language of Ivrit (Hebrew). His son was not allowed to speak 
in any other language and didn’t have a lot of friends 
(language barrier) until Hebrew caught on. Can you imagine 
making up words for things that didn't have words? Modern 
Hebrew words are created by understanding Biblical words 
that are related and by using words borrowed from other 
languages. 
 
Menorah Creations 
Make a menorah (we WILL NOT light these) for the Sinai 
Temple Hanukkah celebration on December 22. Choose a 
theme (Harry Potter, Israel, Books), re-use objects (squeeze 
pouch tops, glass bottles, toilet paper tubes) and design a 
creative menorah to share with the congregation. Prizes will 
be awarded by age this year. Please DO NOT put your name 
on the menorah for judging purposes. All entries should be put 
on display before dinner starts on December 22. 
 

 

Friends of Sinai Temple Religious School 
It is time for our annual campaign! Please consider 
making a donation to this special fund, started over 30 
years ago, at Sinai Temple. The donation can be made  
in honor of a special occasion or in memory of a special 
person. This fundraising campaign allows all members  
of the congregation and of the greater community to 
support the learning opportunities that we offer for our 
children.  More information is available in the mailing  
that was recently sent to congregational members or 
through the email blast. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Habitat for Humanity—Gift Wrapping 
Each year, the Cook family (including Eden 
who started in a baby carrier) heads to 
Marketplace Mall on December 24 to wrap 
gifts. This is a really fun opportunity, child 

friendly (younger kids can put bows on gifts, older kids 
can wrap). Habitat for Humanity does gift wrapping for 
several weeks during the holiday season. I encourage 
you to consider signing up! If you need more information, 
please let Rabbi Jody know! 
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ADULT EDUCATION 
Sundays, 10:30–11:30 am,  
Sundays when Religious School is in session, Rabbi 
Alan or other local scholars and lecturers will lead a 
presentation and discussion from 10:30-11:30 am. Come 
grab a cup of coffee and a nosh from Sinai Cafe, and join 
the fun! On December 8 and 15, Rabbi Norman Klein will 
continue leading an exploration of the works of 
theologian Martin Buber. No previous knowledge of the 
subject is required, excerpts from Buber’s work will be 
read and discussed in class. 
 
TORAH STUDY 
Saturdays, 9:00 am 
The Sinai Temple Torah Study Group meets in the Sinai 
Temple Library, and all are welcome to attend our 
stimulating lay-led discussions. Throughout 5780, we will 
begin exploring the entirety of the Tanakh, not just the 
Torah. Newcomers are welcome to come study with us! 
 
BOOK GROUP 
Monday, December 16, 7:30 pm 
The Book Group usually meets the third Monday of the 
month. We will be reading The Great Alone by Kristin 
Hannah. Host and Facilitator:  Natalie Frankenberg, 3705 
Marjorie Lane, C. (390-4168). Contact Person:  Susan 
Schomer (359-2938). 
  
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA 
Tuesdays, 10:45 am to 11:30 am 
SHAL*OM! Please come and try your first class for free! 
People have said the class is calming, refreshing and 
provides a nice, gentle stretch and great start to their 
day. Be sure to let Robin know that you are coming by by 
phone 217-898-9953 or email robinfans1@gmail.com. 
 
VIMs 
Thursday, December 5 at 11:45 am  
Calling all women 55 and older, come join us for lunch 
and fellowship at Houlihan’s in Champaign. We meet the 
first Thursday of the month. If you would like to join us, 
please email Astrid Berkson at astridjb@comcast.net.  

Announcements 

During the months of November and December, the 
SRC is beginning the next design phase of the 
renovation project. First, the SRC is planning to sign 
a contract with the same architecture firm for 
continuing services, and then we'll work with the 
architects to review bids from specialists in structural, 
mechanical, acoustic, lighting and audio-visual 
consultants. There will also be a process to accept 
and review proposals from contractors. All of this 
work is to assemble the team for the project, while 
we're still making decisions about the design, so that 
everyone is in agreement early, and we can avoid the 
situation where we have to scramble to undo 
decisions later.   
 
The congregational feedback from the designs was 
incredibly helpful, and much of it confirmed that we 
are on the right track with major decisions, and some 
of the suggestions also helped nudge decision-
making with regards to some of the design elements. 
Thank you to everyone who provided input! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
The time for Meals-on-Wheels 
commitment is approaching once 
more—the weeks starting 

December 2nd and December 9th. Meals are 
collected from the Hendrick House on Green Street 
at 10.30 am, and the routes which are in Urbana or 
Champaign are usually completed by 12 noon. This 
commitment which Sinai Temple has been fulfilling 
for many years is greatly appreciated by the wider 
community. If you would like to volunteer contact 
Tony Soskin at:  tonysoskin@gmail.com. 

mailto:robinfans1@gmail.com
mailto:tonysoskin@gmail.com
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Giving for December 

THE END OF THE CALENDAR YEAR IS FAST APPROACHING. All donations to 
Sinai Temple postmarked December 31, 2019, will be credited to your account for the 
2019 tax year. In January, the office will mail out IRS contribution letters for all 
deductible contributions made during 2019. If you have not yet made a pledge for 
FY2019-20, it would be greatly appreciated. Knowing how much people plan to donate 
helps us meet our budgetary goals. We wish you and your family a joyous New Year! 

EASTERN ILLINOIS FOOD BANK UPDATE 
Thank you to everyone who contributed with food or 
monetary gifts to the Eastern Illinois Food Bank during  
Yom Kippur. At the end of October the final total was $5330 
and 240 pounds of food collected—enough to provide 
26,850 meals for local individuals and families. 

Don’t Forget to donate to the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Scholarship Program Fund. 
 
If you would like to contribute to this worthwhile and local 
cause, please make your check payable to Sinai Temple 
and indicate MLK Fund in the memo line. 

We are sorry the giving information is not available for this month’s 
bulletin due to unforeseen circumstances this week, but will be printed  
in January’s Bulletin. Thank you for your patience. 

Please send your donations made payable to Sinai Temple. Only donations of $15.00 or more per fund and honoree 
will be listed in the Bulletin. 
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Memorials for December 

Joseph C. Aub (30 Dec) 
Adrienne Merkel Berenbaum (29 Dec) 
Johanna Braunfeld ( 3 Jan) 
Nathan H. Cohen (28 Dec) 
Ethel Depper ( 5 Tev) 
Nata Fleys (28 Dec) 
Pesselle Rothenberg Friedman ( 2 Tev) 

Ruth Herman Garfinkel ( 3 Jan) 
Belle Halpern ( 1 Jan) 
Elsa Klaiman ( 1 Jan) 
Ruth Lasker (28 Dec) 
Jeanette Cohen Levy ( 1 Jan) 
Leo Lewis (30 Dec) 
Sandra Molasky ( 5 Tev) 

Sylvia Siegel (30 Kis) 
Sidney Sinow (31 Dec) 
Maybelle Solon ( 3 Jan) 
Isaac Tepper ( 1 Jan) 
Harry A. Topolosky ( 2 Jan) 
Ralph Weinstein ( 6 Tev) 
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Nancy  Abelmann ( 6 Jan) 
Walter H. Abelmann ( 6 Jan) 
Aaron Averbuch (10 Jan) 
Morton A. Blum ( 8 Jan) 
Boris Brotherson ( 4 Jan) 
Fanny Goldberg ( 7 Jan) 
Stanley Gordon ( 4 Jan) 

Ruth Manis Kahn ( 8 Jan) 
Viola Koenigsberg ( 9 Jan) 
Dena Linado ( 4 Jan) 
Ruth A. Robinson ( 7 Jan) 
Jeanette Schomer (10 Tev) 
Leah Schwartz (10 Tev) 
Mildred Nandel Senn ( 8 Jan) 

Sadie Yavner Small (13 Tev) 
Babette Bloch Stern ( 6 Jan) 
Sol Tax ( 4 Jan) 
Nellie Gertrude Terry ( 8 Jan) 
Florence K. Weinberg ( 8 Jan) 
Philipp G. Weisskopf ( 9 Jan) 
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Ruth B. Ades (23 Dec) 
Jack Birnbaum (25 Dec) 
Morris Dessen (24 Dec) 
Bette Jane Dunn (27 Dec) 
Rabbi Benjamin M. Frankel (21 Dec) 
Lilia Gaptov (22 Dec) 
Jean Eva Ginsberg (25 Dec) 
Arthur Golub (22 Dec) 
Helen S. Golub (25 Dec) 

Ida Gorodetsky (24 Kis) 
Frada Green (21 Dec) 
Janice Greenberger (27 Dec) 
Judith Harrison (24 Kis) 
Evelyne J. Helgesen (23 Dec) 
Lily Helman (23 Kis) 
Audrey Rezits Huber (21 Dec) 
Bobbie Rudolph Kulwin (25 Dec) 
Joseph Linowes (26 Kis) 

Robert Marshak (23 Dec) 
Isaac Reyman (27 Dec) 
Sadie Rudnick (22 Dec) 
Alice Rauh Scheeline (23 Dec) 
Yetta Schneider (21 Dec) 
Shirley Senoff (27 Kis) 
Demitri B. Shimkin (26 Kis) 
Ida John Terry (22 Dec) 
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Annette Sudman Baich ( 8 Dec) 
Nathan Berenbaum (12 Kis) 
Ruth Koller Berkson (13 Kis) 
Harriet Mae Davis (12 Dec) 
Doris Dorman Feinberg ( 9 Dec) 
Jewel Berenson Friend (12 Dec) 
Morris M. Kaplan ( 9 Kis) 
Rabbi Louis Kaufman ( 9 Kis) 

Norma Klein (10 Dec) 
Ethel Lesht ( 9 Dec) 
Minnie Lipson (11 Dec) 
Helen Wollstein Loeb (10 Dec) 
David Porton (12 Kis) 
Sarah Rubinstein ( 9 Dec) 
Rose Sapoznik (11 Dec) 
Gerti Shalev (13 Kis) 

Isaiah Shavitt ( 8 Dec) 
Peter James Stolurow (11 Dec) 
Mary Elizabeth Stone (12 Dec) 
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Rebecca Rubenstein Blockman (18 
Dec) 
Rosa B. Bower (19 Dec) 
Gilford Currier (17 Dec) 
Frances Dessen (18 Dec) 
Florence Zibel Dooley (18 Dec) 
Da'vid Efergan (21 Kis) 
Marshall Egherman (16 Kis) 
Frieda Forst (18 Dec) 
Sara Goldring (21 Kis) 

Jacob Benjamin Hamburg (15 Dec) 
Bernard Hymowitz (20 Kis) 
Phillip C. Katz (18 Dec) 
Joseph Kuhn (15 Dec) 
Jewel  Kurland (19 Dec) 
Sally Levitt (20 Dec) 
Joseph Levy (19 Dec) 
Natalie Yawitz Levy (16 Dec) 
Marilyn Libman (16 Dec) 
Morris Olefsky (18 Dec) 

Clare Herman Perkel (20 Dec) 
Rose L. Prince (16 Dec) 
Judith Rosencranz (15 Dec) 
Hyman Simon (18 Dec) 
Jack Aaron Simon (17 Dec) 
Albert Leland Stern (16 Dec) 
Ethel Bower Stern (17 Dec) 
Arthur Allen Telcser (17 Kis) 
Charles A. Wolff (19 Dec) Fr
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Would you like to help sponsor our Bulletin? Contact Roxanna in the Temple office for more information! 

The purpose of Sinai Temple is to worship God in accordance with the Jewish faith; to cultivate a love and understanding of 
Jewish heritage through education; to stimulate fellowship in the Jewish community; to strengthen bonds of loyalty with Jewish 
people everywhere; and to bring nearer the Dominion of God on earth through an emphasis on righteousness (tzedakah), 
commandments (mitzvot), and goodwill (gemilut hasidim) to one another and to society at large. 

But we are ALWAYS open by APPOINTMENT.  
Email: nataliefr@comcast.net or call Natalie Frankenberg  
(390-4168), Jessica Kopolow (417-8699) or Pam Olson 
(384-4335). Cash or checks are always welcome. Credit 

cards accepted for charges over $25. We now accept 
Visa, MasterCard, American Express  

and Discover using SQUARE.  

Sinai Temple Gift Shop 
(All Gift Shop profits go to support the Religious School) 

REGULAR HOURS OF OPERATION 
Sundays  9:00 am–12:30 pm (during Religious School) 

Wednesdays  4:15 pm–5:30 pm (during Hebrew School) 

DECEMBER SPECIALS 

30% OFF ALL in stock jewelry 

Chanukah Showcase 
in the Davis Chapel 

 
Sunday, Dec 8th and Sunday, Dec 15th 

9:00 AM–1:00 PM 
The first candle lighting is on 

December 22 
 
 



We had a successful conclusion to our fall 3R project on October 27. Carol Jo Morgan, Idea Store Co-
founder, presented ideas for Green Activities at Home, where everyone in the household can take simple 
steps to reduce energy use and save money.  
 
The votes in our 3R contest produced winners in the three categories: 
Reduce -- Erez Cohen:  Eat less meat by selecting plant based foods. 
Reuse -- Reva Egherman:  After shopping, put clean plastic bags from fruit and vegetables back into 
your reusable grocery bag, you’ll be ready for your next trip. 
Recycle -- Sarah Bleill:  take plastic bags, plastic overwrap from paper towels, etc., zip-close bags, and 
dry cleaner bags to grocery and retail stores that accept plastic bags.  
 
See the Green Team page at the Sinai Temple website for all of the great contest ideas. 
 
We finished the day by wrapping up our collection of personal care items. We sent off a medium size carton 
to TerraCycle/Toms of Maine for recycling. We had two large bags of polystyrene (Styrofoam) to take to Dart 
Industries in Urbana for recycling. Several members brought dozens of used/broken office supply items for 
our TerraCycle Zero Waste carton.  
 
The Zero Waste Carton is not full, and we have relocated it to the Religious School teacher’s room, where 
you are welcome to continue to bring office supply items until the carton is full. You can bring broken pens, 
used markers, tape dispensers, desk organizers, card/document filers, binders, calendars, labels/label sheet 
backing, paper cutters, correction supplies, paper clips, staplers and binder clips. 
 
Continue to put aside your used personal care items. Sinai Temple members indicated we should continue 
our recycling efforts, so we will look for a Spring weekend when we can have another recycling event. Please 
put aside any brand of used mouthwash bottles and caps, toothbrushes, deodorant containers and caps, 
soap packaging, floss containers and toothpaste tubes and caps.  
 
Thanks to everyone for your participation and 
remember to reduce, reuse and recycle whenever you 
can! 

GREEN TEAM – December 2019 Bulletin  
 

REDUCE, REUSE & RECYCLE FALL PROJECT CONCLUDES . . . . AND CONTINUES! 


